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Opportunity. 

Camp can be a wonderful opportunity for your child to meet 
other peers outside of their typical environment, develop and 
grow social skills, and create long-lasting friends and memories. 
Camp can also instill independence and confidence.  
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Impacts the whole family. 

When one person in a family has a challenge, it effects the entire 
family.  Many camps can impact the whole family in positive ways.  

•  Parents or caregivers get a much deserved break and respite as well 
as gaining the ability to concentrate on other family members.   

•  Siblings have a chance to feel as loved and important as the one 
that gets most of the attention.   

•  Camps for the whole family are an opportunity to be away from the 
typical routine, for parents to see children do things they didn't think 
possible, realize they are not alone and bond together in a safe and 
understanding environment. 
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Is your child ready for camp? 
Each child’s camp-readiness varies. Trust your intuition 

surrounding your child’s capabilities and consider all options. 

Overnight. Day Camp. 

 Travel 

 Most start at 8-9 years 

 Independence 

 Experience 

 

 Accessibility 

 Therapy Centers 

 Churches 

 Schools 

 Art Centers 
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Things to consider… 
 Has my child successfully stayed overnight away from home while family members were present (i.e., 

in a motel on vacation or at a relative’s house)? 

 Has my child ever successfully stayed somewhere overnight without me or my spouse being present? 

 How does my child feel/behave when separated from family members? 

 How does he/she cope with new experiences? Does preparation for a new experience help with his 

coping ability? 

 Has he/she been exposed to any positive or negative information/myths about overnight camping 

from schoolmates, relatives, or neighbors – and if so, has he been influenced by them? Has my child 

expressed any concerns about the experience? Is he receptive to the idea of going to camp? 

 Has my child ever been to a day camp? Has he/she visited a fellow family-member at an overnight 

camp on visiting day? 

 Is he/she intellectually mature enough at this time to be away for an extended period without parent 

support? Would a day-program be more suitable as a first time camp experience? Would one night 

rather than four nights away from home offer a better first experience? 

 Would any typical camp activities or social situations pose an extreme challenge or be a source of 

stress for my child? For example, would engaging in sensory-based craft activities, eating camp food, 

or getting dressed in a common area make my child very uncomfortable? If so, would additional 

maturity and time minimize the problem or would this be a persistent issue that will just have to be 

addressed? 

Read more on evaluating your child’s camp readiness: http://www.iidc.indiana.edu/?pageId=374 
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American Camp Association 

The mission of the American Camp Association is enriching the lives of 

children, youth and adults through the camp experience. 
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Why choose an ACA accredited camp? 

Experience. 

 The American Camp Association is a community of camp professionals who, 

for over 100 years, have joined together to share knowledge and experience 

and to ensure the quality of camp programs.  

 

 “Just as our membership is diverse and our programs distinct, so are the 

children who come to us to participate in the camp experience. Through what 

we teach, the opportunities we offer, and the example we set, children become 

part of a sharing community.” 

 

 There are many younger camps that are not ACA accredited, however this 

doesn’t mean that it isn’t a right fit for your family. Doing your research can 

help you come to this decision.  
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Where to search for camps. 

 http://find.acacamps.org/finding_a_camp.php 
 Advanced Search for autism produced 130 results 

 http://www.aspires-relationships.com/links_camps.htm 
 Camps for kids and adults with disabilities 

 http://www.mysummercamps.com/camps/Special_Nee
ds_Camps/ 
 Special needs camps divided into diagnosis sub-categories 

 http://www.yourlittleprofessor.com/schools_camps.html 
 Resources and academic programs for children with Asperger’s 

Syndrome 
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What to ask. 
Basics: 

 Where is it located? 

 How long are the sessions? 

 What's the cost? Are scholarships available? 

 Is it coed, girls-only, or boys-only? 

 What's the age range of campers? 

 What's the staff-to-camper ratio? 

 

In Depth: 

 What type of certification do the counselors have? 

 What's the camp's philosophy?  

 What's the camp's transportation system like? 

 If our child needs a special diet, can the camp provide appropriate meals? If not, can parents provide food for their child? 

 Do staff members have a background working with kids with special needs? 

 Do the counselors have first-aid training? 

 What kind of medical staff is available in the infirmary and during what hours? Can the staff administer any medications 
your child needs? 

 If your child has behavior problems, what's the training and experience of the available staff to help? And how does the 
camp staff handle behavioral problems? 

 What's the procedure if your child develops a complication related to his or her medical problems? How far is the nearest 
hospital? If your child needs specialized treatment, is it available at that hospital? 

 How do you communicate best with parents regarding day to day progress? 

 Where can I sign up for camp? 
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National Camps 

Including: Colorado, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Mississippi, Connecticut, Georgia, 

California, Florida, and New York 
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Camp Lee Mar 
“A special camp for special kids.” 

Basics: 

 

Lackawaxen, PA 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:3 

 

Ages 5-21 

 

$9,500 per 
season 

 

7 week session 
June- August 

 

 Over 55 years of changing children's lives 

 Private Residential 7 week Co-ed Camp Program 

 The cost includes academics, speech and language therapy, vocational training, therapeutic 

arts program, tailored swim instruction, laundry, three delicious meals per day plus a snack, 

staff, and many other activities. 

 After individual needs are determined, campers are grouped with campers of similar ages 

and abilities 

 Mild to Moderate Learning and Developmental Challenges 

 Structured Environment 

 Traditional Summer Camp Activities 

 Camp Adventures 

 Speech and Language Therapy 

 Overnight Trips 

 Academics 

 Adaptive Athletic Program 

 Vocational Training 

 Therapeutic Horseback riding 

 Heated Swimming Pool 

 Enroll online here: 

 http://www.leemar.com/contact_register.asp  
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Camp AweSum 
“We are a punishment free zone; absolutely NO old school behavior modification. Our 

philosophy is that if a child is struggling behaviorally, there is a reason, sensory, 

communication, lack of understanding.” 

Basics: 

 

St. Germain, WI 

 

Co-ed 

 

2:1 

 

Ages 9-15 

 

$900 for youth 
camp 

 

1 individual week 
and a 2 week 
family session 

 

 They use visuals, Social Stories, Comic Strip Conversations, Collaborative Problem Solving 

and believe that less is more when it comes to talking. 

 Camp facilities at Moon Beach include modern and clean cabins in a pristine Northwoods 

environment.  

 Camp AweSum is a typical camp experience with all the trimmings; arts & crafts, 

canoeing/kayaking/sailing, hiking, swimming, fishing, campfires, bog walks, and the less 

typical events like Karaoke, Variety Show and Dance night. 

 Counselors include licensed teachers and paraprofessionals with experience in Autism, 

graduate and undergraduate students, and parents of children on the autism spectrum. 

 Meals are enjoyed in a family –like atmosphere at Moon Beach’s spacious dining hall. GFCF 

can be accommodated, however no other food can be brought in. 

 Counselors do not have first aid training, however two nurses are on round-the-clock. 

 The nearest hospital is about 15 miles away.  

 A scholarship is available and the form can be downloaded online and included with Camper 

Application. 

 To request a camper application, click here:  

http://www.campawesum.org/camper_registration.htm 
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Kamp Kaleidoscope 
“Providing inclusive adventure-based programs that provide supports for 

individuals on the autism spectrum, their friends and their families.” 

Basics: 

 

Mize, MS 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:1 or 1:2 

 

Ages 7-17 

 

$250/session 

 

6 different 3-day 
sessions 

 

 Kamp Kaleidoscope has developed their own training curriculum for counselors.  They have 

been conducting camps for 11 years and this program has evolved in response to there 

specific needs and and he needs of children with autism.  This past year they formalized their 

training program in conjunction with The Institute of Disability Studies at the University of 

Southern Mississippi. 

 In the case of out-of-state campers, arrangements can be made upon inquiry for pick-up and 

drop-off at the Jackson, MS airport.  

 Meals for special diets are not specifically provided, but families can provide them for their 

own children. 

 KK is a well developed group of professionals.  In addition to Dr. Yeager, who is almost 

always on the grounds, there are physicians, nurses, music therapist, certified lifeguards, a 

trained equestrian specialist, a behavior specialist, an occupational therapist, and other 

program specialists.  

 Staff has mandatory first-aid training 

 A full-time behavior intervention team is on call 24 hours per day at The Outpost during 

programs.  This team is composed of individuals well-trained and versed in behavioral 

intervention methods utilized with children on the autism spectrum.  The most common 

strategy utilized for behavioral issues is a change of venue coupled with cool down time.  The 

camper is quickly returned to the program site to continue participating in the events. 

 The nearest hospital is 30 minutes away, but by Mississippi standards this is close.  They are 

1 hour away from the Mississippi Medical Center, which has a top rated trauma center. 

 Those in need of funding assistance can contact the TEAAM office for fundraising ideas and 

the availability Camperships. 

 Click here to apply: http://www.kampkaleidoscope.org/application/ 
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Camp Akeela 
“Within a well-rounded, traditional camp program, Akeela is a small, supportive 

community that helps campers improve their social skills. Akeela campers are bright, 

creative boys and girls who have difficulty connecting with their peers.” 

Basics: 

 

Thetford Center, 
VT 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:1 to 1:2 

 

Grades 3-12 + a 
teen program 

 

$6,600/session 

 

3.5 week session 

 

 Many, but not all, of Kamp Akeela campers have been diagnosed with Asperger's syndrome or 

a non verbal learning disability.  

 Counselors are generally older college students or graduate students in fields that they feel 

provide strong foundations for working with our campers like: psychology, special ed, child 

development, OT, PT and Speech.  

 The waterfront staff has red cross LGT/LGI and WSI certifications.  All counselors are 

“passionate about working with kids on the spectrum, are mature, kind and thoughtful young 

adults.” 

 They are able to accommodate special diets and have a number of children on GF/CF diets or 

who are vegetarians.  They want campers to be healthy and happy so they make sure there are 

lots of choices at meals.  

 There are two full-time RN’s on staff who live in the health center.  They also work closely with a 

team of local pediatricians who are on call 24/7.  

 The nearest hospital is 20 minutes away and is one of the top hospitals for emergencies in the 

country. 

 Akeela also has a program for older teens who have  

completed 11th or 12th grade.  

 Buses are provided from the NY and Boston areas and  

pick up campers at the Boston Airport 

 To apply, go to the website (www.campakeela.com)  

and click on “apply now” or call 866.680.4744. 
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Extreme Sports Camp 
“Unlike their typical peers, children and adults with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) 

have few opportunities to experience the more advanced, age-appropriate physical 

activities which truly challenge them. Extreme Sports Camp provides this opportunity 

and the underlying instructional approach to realize it.” 

Basics: 

 

Aspen, CO 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:1 

 

Ages 7-23 

 

$1995/session 

 

Week-long 
sessions 

 

 Staff receives extensive training in autism learning styles and characteristics 

 Positive behavior approaches and communication supports such as social stories and visual 

schedules are used 

 ESC has chosen sports that can be “extreme” to an ASD child but which can also be mastered by 

that child through incremental learning… 

 The goals for campers are fourfold: (1) to foster the long term incorporation of recreational sports 

into daily life which is so important to human physical and mental health; (2) to improve cognitive, 

linguistic, motor, and social skills through physical action and group interaction; (3) to promote 

personal growth and independence; and (4) to have a fun experience.” 

 The camp counselors are certified in CPR/1st Aid and CPI training (Nonviolent Crisis Intervention). 

Staff has expertise/certification in the sports the camp undertakes.  

 They apply teaching theories that have proven effective with autism to these sports and have 

developed unique processes and technologies to maximize success. 

 This program is required to have a licensed medical professional provide oversight and 

supervision. Some staff who are certified by the state in medication administration are able to 

administer medication to program participants.  

 Special diets can be provided and are addressed on a case-by-case basis. 

 Routinely, options for a gluten and casein free diet are available, and we do not carry peanut 

products. Vegetarian alternatives are also offered. 

 Modern hospitals are within 25 miles of activity.  

 Scholarships are available to those who qualify. 

 Click to register when the camper packet is available: 

http://www.extremesportscamp.org/register_now_5.html 
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Glenholme School Summer Program 
“The Summer Program invigorates the mind, body and spirit through the myriad of 

activities that provide fun, active participation through competitions, team development 

and skill building efforts.” 

Basics: 

 

Washington, CT 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:10 

 

Ages 10-21 

 

$7,000/3 wks or 
$14,000/ 7 wks 

 

3-7 week sessions 

 

 Glenholme School has a specialty in working with Asperger Syndrome students 

 Staff are all full time Glenholme employees, not just summer instructors, teachers are all 

special education  credentialed, and boarding faculty are college degreed. 

 All counselors have first-aid training. 

 Through their program “all young people build confidence, friends, tolerance, and respect for 

their fellow youth and the effective role of the adults around them. Students leave with a 

complete understanding of community and a sense of active participation in a positive and 

productive environment”.  

 Special diets can be accommodated. 

 Four nurses cover daily breakfast to bedtime 7 days per week, and can administer 

medications.  

 The nearest hospital is 20-minutes away if needed. 

 Scholarships are not available. Occasionally, if a special education student in public school 

has a 12 month IEP the school board may fund. 

 To request more information click here: 

https://www.glenholme.org/podium/default.aspx?t=1705&pk=459 
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Camp Caglewood 
“Love one another.” 

Basics: 

 

Flowery Branch, 
GA 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:2 

 

Ages 12+ 

 

$200  

 

Day and Weekend 
trips 

 

 A camping trip with Camp Caglewood consists of counselor planned and led activities, crafts, 

devotionals, hiking, camping, swimming, and various forms of physical therapy and adaptive 

skills training. 

 All camping trips are facilitated by counselors who have been trained by the administrative 

staff, and are either working or studying in Special Education or another related field. 

 All camp vehicles are equipped with an On Star System for emergency contact and GPS 

Navigation. 

 All counselors have first-aid training… and staff can administer most medications. 

 Each trip is facilitated by at least one counselor with 5+ years of experience working with 

children with special needs. 

 Camp Caglewood will accommodate any individual’s special diet needs. 

 Camper’s medical information is carried at all times as well as emergency contact numbers 

so that they can discuss the situation with the parents and/or the camper’s primary care 

physician. 

 There is staff on standby to fill in if any counselor needs to take a camper home or to a 

hospital. 

 Scholarships are available on a limited basis. 

 To access camper applications, click here: http://www.caglewood.org/Downloads.aspx 
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Camp Huntington 
“As a proud member of the CRC Health Group, we embrace these five core 

values: respect, integrity, accountability, responsibility, and excellence.” 

Basics: 

 

High Falls, NY 

 

Co-ed 

 

Children- Young 
Adult 

 

$1,995- 10,995 

 

1, 2, 3, & 6 week 
programs in July- 
August 

 

 Certified teachers lead a portion of daily programs to align with NY State academic standards. 

  Certified instructors train activity leaders in aquatics and ropes course. 

 At least one staff member who is First Aid and CPR certified will be available to a child at all 

times. 

 One on-site nurse, LPN or higher resides on campus at all times for 24-hour coverage for 

medication and health care needs. 

 A local doctor’s office and registered nurse provide consulting for medication accountability 

and general oversight  to ensure the highest level of health care to your child. 

 Physicians are on immediate call 

 Special diets are assessed and most can be served at camp, including gluten-free and 

casein-free. Specific items that CH cannot acquire and that are FDA-approved can be 

provided by families. 

 The level of supervision each student receive is in direct correlation to the level of severity of 

their behavior issues and as required by applicable laws and regulations. 

 Two major hospitals (Benedictine and Kingston Hospital) are within twenty minutes by car of 

the facility. 

 Financial assistance is available, please inquire. 

 PDF for camper application: http://www.camphuntington.com/pdf_files/CHN-

2011CamperApplication.pdf 

 Phone: 877-356-1535 (toll free) 
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Surfers Healing 
“Creating an opportunity where autistic children and their families can be 

exposed to a completely new experience of surfing.” 

Basics: 

 

San Juan 

Capistrano, CA 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:1 

 

All Ages 

 

Camp dates in 

June- Sept  

 

 Surfers Healing was founded by Israel and Danielle Paskowitz. Their son, Isaiah, was 

diagnosed with autism at age three. Like many autistic children, he often suffered from 

sensory overload-- simple sensations could overwhelm him. The ocean was the one place 

where he seemed to find respite. 

 Complimentary drinks and snacks 

 Mailing Address :Surfers Healing P.O. Box 1267  San Juan Capistrano CA. 92693  877-966-

SURF    Fax (949)-728-1200 

 Email: info@surfershealing.org 
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Lone Star State Camps 

Including: Elgin, Argyle, Magnolia, Center Point, Sunset, Athens, Burton, Houston, 

and Austin 
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Down Home Ranch 
“Ranch Camp is an innovative camp for teens and adults with intellectual disabilities, 

designed with their special needs in mind.” 

Basics: 

 

Elgin, Texas 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:3 

 

Ages 13-22 years 
and 22+ adult 
camp 

 

$525 per session 

 

6, 6 day sessions 

 

 It is an overnight camp, so the campers are typically dropped off at the camp 

 If they are flying in, airport transportation pick-up can be arranged for a $100 fee 

 The campers do not leave camp once they are here, but in the case of an emergency, we would 

use one of the property’s mini-vans to transport them to the nearest doctor. 

 Counselors are college students, most majoring in special education or a related field. 

 Counselors are carefully screened, including a criminal background check, and trained on the 

policies and procedures that govern camp, how to work as a team, CPR, and preparing the 

camp environment to be beautiful, warm, and welcoming when the campers arrive.  

 Counselors receive training in first-aid, CPR and AED by the Red Cross during orientation week. 

 There is a nurse on staff and on the property for the duration of camp. 

 Parents are welcome to bring special food, which is labeled, to accommodate their child’s 

special diet. 

 They do refuse acceptance to campers with behavior problems such as hitting, spitting, biting, 

running away, tantrums and refusal or inability to sleep or eat.  

 The nurse will call the emergency contact numbers to let them know of any medical problems. If 

it is decided that the camper must go to a hospital, the nearest hospital is 20 minutes away and 

they will receive treatment there. 

 Click here to register: 

https://thriva.activenetwork.com/Reg4/(S(soshtvm1a1bkdrrqouyikd45))/Form.aspx?regkey=Rp

YOYPxE378wNjTYCkFkMw%3d%3d 
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Camp Blessing 
“We hope to provide campers with unconditional love, acceptance and fun. 

Demonstrating God’s love for them, and challenging them to participate in all activities 

to some level of enjoyment and success.”   

Basics: 

 

Magnolia, Texas 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:1 

 

Ages 7-30 years + 
adult camps 

 

$450 per term 

 

5 day sessions in 
June and July 

 

 Counselor training covers topics such as personal care, safety, behavior management and 

diagnosis specific care. Volunteers receive 24hrs and the staff receives 72hrs of training 

before any campers arrive. Each cabin has a cabin leader who has served previous years. 

Everyone over 18 has a background check. 

 Counselors have some first aid training, and a nurse or doctor is on site 24/7. Dr. Chuck 

Ferguson is the medical director along with wonderful nurses.  

 Special diets can be provided. 

 Medications and supplements can be dispensed as directed. Routine medications are 

managed along with routine trach care, tube feedings, etc. 

 A class is given on crisis prevention, instructions on keeping issues from escalating. Parents 

can indicate on applications for their child on specific issues and how they handle them at 

home.  

 Nearest hospital is less than 20 minutes away. 

 Funding for scholarships may be available. 

 Website: www.campblessing.org  

 Phone: 281.259.5789 

 To sign up send your email address to  

www.campbarnabastexas.org/ContactUs.asp  

to receive an application. 
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Camp CAMP 
“CAMP’s mission is to strengthen and inspire individuals with special needs – and those 

who care for them – through Recreation, Respite, and Education.” 

Basics: 

 

Centerpoint, Texas 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:1 to 4:1 

 

Ages 5-45 

 

$1500/session 

 

9 different 5 day 
sessions 

 Children’s Association for Maximum Potential 

 Campers are divided into “tribes” based on age and sex 

 Counselors receive a week of mandatory intense training that includes proper medical care, 

behavioral management, and safety procedures.  

 Counselors have first-aid training and a background check is completed on each applicant 18 

years and older. 

 Certifications in lifeguarding, first aid, nonviolent crisis intervention, HIPAA compliance, and 

Child Protection are offered during Lead Staff Training. 

 Parents are responsible for transportation to and from Camp CAMP; all activities occur at 

CAMP’s facility in Center Point. 

 CAMP’s well-trained kitchen staff can accommodate any special dietary concerns CAMPers 

may have. They frequently prepare meals for vegetarian, gluten/casein free, kosher, pureed, 

etc. 

 If a parent chooses to bring food for their CAMPer’s meals and/or snacks, that is also 

accepted. 

 Camper’s medical needs are overseen by health care volunteers including doctors, residents, 

nurses, OTs, pharmacists, and medical students. The medical staff can administer any 

medications a child might need. 

 Nearest hospital is located 20 minutes away 

 Scholarships are available to all campers not funded by an agency or by full parent pay. 

 Applications are available in February. Online: www.campcamp.org  Phone: (210)671-5411 

 

 

This presentation is provided as a resource and educational tool. Any use of this presentation and included text and pictures by anyone for promotional purposes, 

reproduction as their own, or other uses is strictly forbidden except with written permission from The Johnson Center for Child Health and Development. 

http://www.campcamp.org


K9 Kids Club 
“We provide programs designed just for kids. Children receive a tremendous self esteem 

boost and sense of responsibility when they learn to care for their dog. “ 

Basics: 

 

Austin, Texas 

 

Co-ed 

 

Ages 8-16 

 

$320/session 

 

1 day per week 

for 8 weeks 

 K9 Club is designed to reinforce and teach appropriate social behaviors in a setting that is 

fun for the children.  The students are engaged and receptive to learning because they are 

having fun and interacting with the dogs.  

 The instructors of the sessions consist of a CPDT (certified professional dog trainer), special 

education teacher with Round Rock ISD, social communication skills specialists with Leander 

ISD, and an available psychiatrist when needed. 

 Group social skill classes can be supplemented with additional therapy specific to your child. 

K9 Club Instructor, Rany Thommen, BCBA of ABA Today is available for private consultations. 

 Each class includes a segment of hands-on dog training. Therapy dogs are utilized for this 

segment. Guest speakers will bring a variety of dogs for the students to interact with. 

Students do not bring their own dogs. 

 Private insurance may be available for the 8 -10 year old program.  Some school districts will 

reimburse parents for the cost of this recreational activity designed for children on the 

spectrum.  

 Reduced fees are available based on the Department of Aging and Disability Services, 

monthly ability-to-pay fee schedule for developmental disability services.  

 Fill out this application prior to enrolling: http://austindogalliance.org/wp-

content/uploads/2011/01/K9-Club-Application.pdf 
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Special Farmers 
“Special Farmers recognizes and respects the uniqueness of each child. The programs 

primary mission is to foster a love of learning and social interaction in each child.” 

Basics: 

 

Athens, Texas 

 

Co-ed 

 

3:5 

 

Ages 5-16 

 

$150/week 

 

4 different 1 week 
sessions in June & 
July 

 Cost per week includes all meals, speech therapy, and field trips. 

 Therapeutic horseback riding can be booked for an additional fee. 

 A daily group speech therapy session is taught by a licensed speech therapist. 

 The curriculum skillfully weaves artistic and practical disciplines into everyday life skills and 

challenges, while learning to garden and care for small farm animals. 

 Students learn to follow their curiosity, the think creatively, and to work both independently 

and cooperatively with other. 

 Sign up online at www.specialfarmers.com/reservations.html. Click on the “Summer Camp 

Application Form” link. 

 Phone: 903-292-9848 
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Charis Hills 
“To present Christ to His special kids through a consistent and positive environment that 

produces healing, education, and growth.” 

Basics: 

 

Sunset, Texas 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:3 

 

Ages 7-18 years 

 

$1,190/1 wk 

$2,390/2 wks 

 

6 1-wk sessions + 
1 2-wk session in 
June-August 

 Counselors are college students ages 18-23 years old who generally come from the teaching, 

recreation, or psychology fields with a desire to gain working experience with children with 

special needs. 

 Counselors are provided with a week-long training which includes Behavior management, 

Child abuse prevention and detection, Communication, Disabilities, Leadership, 

Professionalism, Risk management, Supervision, Games and time fillers 

 Additional paid training such as lifeguard instruction, first aid, project wild (nature studies), 

archery instructor, and rifle instructor training occur prior to June 1. 

 A criminal history check, sexual offender registry check, driving record check and drug test on 

every counselor, employee, and volunteer is conducted. 

 Red Cross Emergency Response, CPR, and First Aid training is paid for by Charis Hills. 

 The main focus of counselors will be to encourage and reinforce positive behavior. 

 Charis Hills has a licensed nurse on staff 24 hours a day for the entire summer.  They are 

responsible for administering medication for campers. 

 The camp can meet most special dietary requirements and administer alternative 

supplements that you provide (i.e. soy milk products, protein supplements, etc.). 

 The nearest hospital is 10 miles away. There is also a larger hospital 20 miles away. 

 Transportation to and from the airport is available upon request. 

 Limited number of full or partial scholarships are available, but funding from CLASS and 

school districts is accepted. 

 Click here to apply: https://charishills.campintouch.com/v2/camper/application/app0.aspx 
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Camp Summit 
“The mission of Camp Summit is to provide barrier-free outdoor experiences that promote personal 

growth and foster independence for children and adults with disabilities.” 

Basics: 

 

Argyle, Texas 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:2 or 1:1 

 

Ages 6 and up 

 

$1,300 

 

11 different one 
week sessions 
from May-August 

 The counselors do not have to have any specific certifications to be hired to work for. Once 

they are hired, certain positions do have to have certain certifications that we give them the 

training for. 

 Unit leaders all are trained in CPR, First Aid, and is certified in CPI (Crisis Intervention 

Prevention). This certification teaches them to work with behaviors that start to get out of 

control that might warrant the staff to restrain the camper. 

 All activity directors are also CPR and first aid certified. 

 Lifeguards also get their lifeguard certification and our ropes course facilitators get trained 

and certified as a challenge course facilitator. 

 Both paid staff and volunteers are required to go through an extensive interview process and 

a pass a thorough criminal background check. 

 Staff makes it a point to be in contact with caregivers at all times. 

 Camp Summit accommodates specific dietary needs as requested. 

 On-site medical personnel is provided on-call to ensure the safety and well-being of the 

campers. There is an on-site health center, registered nurses on staff 24 hours per day, and 

a physician on call 24 hours per day that makes weekly visits. 

 The staff works with each child’s behavior problem as it arises. If the skills they were taught 

are not working nor the suggestions that were given in their file, they will come to the 

supervisory staff and ask for suggestions. If that does not work, the caregivers are called to 

ask for suggestions. 

 Nearest hospital at 4-5 miles away.  

 Transportation to and from local airports is available at an additional cost. 

 Sign up online at www.campsummittx.org/index.php/howtoregister/applications 
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Magic Camp 
“Everyone is welcome. If we could rename it, we’d call it ‘self confidence camp’.“ 

Basics: 

 

Austin, Texas 

 

Co-ed 

 

1:8 

 

Ages 5-12 

 

$375- $495 

 

1 + 2 week 
sessions 

 An additional session is located in Homestead, Florida 

 The counselors attend 40 hours in training each year from our staff. There is always someone 

on site with first aid/CPR certification as well. 

 Meals are on a sack lunch basis, with the exception of two of our sessions which will be at 

Gatti*Town and Gatti*Land. Meals are paid for by the tuition. 

 Campers with special needs have been accepted for almost two decades. The staff members 

have quite a bit of experience as a result. 

 With the permission of parents, medications can be held at the front desk. 

 “Behavior problems tend to be minimal as we are accepting of each individual. It is very 

uncommon for us to ask parents to take children home except in especially unusual 

circumstance.” 

 The staff has an awareness of medical facilities near all session locations, although in 

probably all cases, they would opt to call 911 rather than transport a child. 

 A scholarship program is available upon request. 

 To register online: www.magiccamp.com/register.php  

 To register by mail: 

http://magiccamp.com/Downloads/Public/MagicCampRegistration2010.pdf  
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Camp for All 
“Camp For All is a unique camping and retreat facility that works in collaboration with 

other non-profits to provide life changing programs for children and adults with 

challenging illnesses and special needs.”   

Basics: 

 

Burton, Texas 

 

Co-ed 

 

All ages + adults 

 

Covered costs 

 

Sessions year-

round 

 

 Camp For All provides half of the cost for each camper. Some camps charge the remainder 

portion but most campers do not pay at all. 

 A hospital is 20 minutes away in Brenham… they also have a helo-pad for emergencies.  

 CFA provides a barrier free facility, dietary appropriate food, universal programming and 

professional staff.  Partners bring the campers, their volunteers, medical staff, medications 

and occasionally additional programming supplies.  

 Camp Rocks and Camp Life are two non-profits that cater specifically to children with 

developmental disorders or ASD.  

 Apply for camp specifically through non-profit partner 

 Website: www.campforall.org  Phone: 979-289-3752 
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Positive experiences. 

“Zack is definitely a more mature, and more confident kid and we think [camp] 
played an important role in this transformation.” 

 

“Each summer at [camp] has brought greater skills and self-organization and a 
growing belief in his independence. He has proven to us that, with the right kind of 
support, he can and will find his place in this world and he will thrive.” 

 

“In addition to everything else that [camp] offers, this immersion in a culture of fun 
loving and respectful group interaction is not readily available in the, all too often, 
segregated world of special education. What you demonstrate so beautifully, gives 
our special kids a sense of how they fit into the larger world, instead of only in a 
constricted world which revolves around them.” 

 

“[Camp] provides a loving, nurturing and fun atmosphere for kids who need more 
help and supervision than the typical child." 
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